
 

!
!

The Internet & Surveillance - Research Paper Series 
 

Edited by the Unified Theory of Information Research Group,  
Vienna, Austria (http://www.uti.at) 

!
!
!
!
!
!

ISSN 2219-603X 

Title: The Political Economy of Privacy 

Author: Christian Fuchs 

Research Paper Number #8 

Date of Publication: January 13, 2011 

Author Institution: Department of Informatics and Media Studies, Uppsala 
University 

Author Address: Kyrkogårdsgatan 10, Box 513, 751 20 Uppsala, Sweden 

Author e-Mail: christian.fuchs@im.uu.se  

Author URL: http://fuchs.uti.at  

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

Acknowledgement: The research presented in this paper was conducted in the project “Social Network-
ing Sites in the Surveillance Society” (http://www.sns3.uti.at), funded by the Austrian Science Fund 

(FWF): project number P 22445-G17. Project co-ordination: Dr. Christian Fuchs 



 

 

The Political Economy of Privacy!
 
Christian Fuchs 

!
!"#$%&'$(!"#$%$!&%$!&! '()!(*!+,-./--,(0-!&1(/)!2%,3&.4! ,0!%$'&),(0! )(!.(0)$52(%&%4!.(55/0,.&),(0!-4-6
)$5-!7-/.#!&-!8&.$1((9!&0+!()#$%!:-(.,&'!5$+,&;!2'&)*(%5-<=!1/)!+,-./--,(0-!&1(/)!2%,3&.4!(0!)#$!>0)$%0$)!
,0!5(-)! .&-$-!5,--! &!2%(*(/0+!/0+$%-)&0+,0?!(*! )#$!0(),(0!(*! 2%,3&.4!&0+!@#$%$! )#,-! 0(),(0! ,-! .(5,0?!
*%(5A!"#,-!2&2$%!.#&''$0?$-!)#$!',1$%&'!0(),(0!(*!2%,3&.4!&0+!$B2'(%$-!*(/0+&),(0-!(*!&0!&')$%0&),3$!2%,3&6
.4! .(0.$2),(0A! C&-$+! (0! D0)#(04! E,++$0-F! )#$(%4! (*! -)%/.)/%&),(0=! &! )42('(?4! (*! 2%,3&.4! +$*,0,),(0-! ,-!
$'&1(%&)$+A!"#$!0(),(0!(*!2%,3&.4! *$),-#,-5!,-! ,0)%(+/.$+! *(%!.%,),.,G,0?!0&)/%&',-),.!&..(/0)-!(*!2%,3&.4A!
"#$!2#,'(-(2#4!/0+$%'4,0?!.'&--,.&'!.%,),.&'!2(',),.&'!$.(0(54!#&-!&+3&0.$+!*(/%!$'$5$0)-!(*!)#$!.%,),H/$!
(*!)#$!',1$%&'!2%,3&.4!.(0.$2)!)#&)!@$%$!2&%)'4!)&9$0!/2!14!I&00&#!D%$0+)!&0+!JK%?$0!I&1$%5&-!,0!)#$,%!
)#$(%,$-! (*! )#$! 2/1',.L2%,3&)$! +,-),0.),(0M! N<! 2%,3&.4! ,-! &! *(%5! (*! &)(5,-5! )#&)! &+3&0.$-! O<! 2(--$--,3$!
,0+,3,+/&',-5!)#&)!#&%5-!)#$!2/1',.!?((+!&0+!P<!'$?,),5,G$-!&0+!%$2%(+/.$-!)#$!.&2,)&',-)!.'&--!-)%/.)/%$!
&0+!Q<!.&2,)&',-)!2&)%,&%.#4A!E,3$0!)#$-$!.%,),.,-5-=!)#$!0$$+!*(%!&0!&')$%0&),3$!2%,3&.4!.(0.$2)! ,-!&-.$%6
)&,0$+!&0+!,)! ,-!&%?/$+!)#&)!2%,3&.4!%,?#)-!-#(/'+!1$!+,**$%$0),&)$+!&..(%+,0?!)(!)#$!2(-,),(0!,0+,3,+/&'-!
(../24!,0!)#$!2(@$%!-)%/.)/%$!-(!)#&)!-/%3$,''&0.$!5&9$-!)%&0-2&%$0)!@$&')#!&0+!,0.(5$!?&2-!&0+!.(56
2&04F-!2%(*,)-!&0+!2%,3&.4!2%()$.)-!@(%9$%-!&0+!.(0-/5$%-!*%(5!+(5,0&0)!,0)$%$-)-A!

!
"#$%&!'($)%*+#,!$-!&#.!*/&#$%0!"#$%&'%()!*+,#&!#-./&!'#0!"#(%$!%)!10/%(!()/!"-22+)%,('%-)!3'+/%0&!
('!455&(.(!4)%60$&%'78!905($'20)'!-:!;):-$2('%,&!()/!10/%(<!=0!%&!(.&-!>-($/!202>0$!-:!'#0!4)%:%0/!
?#0-$7!-:! ;):-$2('%-)!@0&0($,#!A$-+58!B+&'$%(8! ()/!0/%'-$!-:! '$%5.0"! C,-D)%'%-)8! ,-22+)%,('%-)8! ,-E
-50$('%-)FG! H-+$)(.! :-$!(!A.->(.!3+&'(%)(>.0! ;):-$2('%-)!3-,%0'7<!=0!&'+/%0/!,-25+'0$! &,%0),0!('! '#0!
I%0))(!4)%60$&%'7!-:!?0,#)-.-D7!%)!'#0!70($&!JKKLEMNNN<!=0!,-25.0'0/!#%&!O#9!%)!MNNM!('!'#0!I%0))(!
4)%60$&%'7!-:!?0,#)-.-D7<!;)!MNNNEMNNP8!#0!Q(&!.0,'+$0$!:-$!%):-$2('%-)!&-,%0'7!&'+/%0&!('!'#0!;)&'%'+'0!
-:!90&%D)!()/!?0,#)-.-D7!B&&0&&20)'!-:!'#0!I%0))(!4)%60$&%'7!-:!?0,#)-.-D7<!=0!Q(&!(!$0&0($,#!(&&-E
,%('0!('!'#0!&(20!/05($'20)'!%)!'#0!70($&!MNNMEMNNL<!B'!'#0!4)%60$&%'7!-:!3(.R>+$D8!#0!Q(&!(&&%&'()'!
5$-:0&&-$! %)! '#0! 70($&! MNNSEMNNT! ()/! (&&-,%('0! 5$-:0&&-$! :$-2! MNNUEMNJN! %)! '#0! :%0./! -:! ;"?&! ()/!
&-,%0'7<! =%&! 2(%)! $0&0($,#! :%0./&! ($0G! &-,%(.! '#0-$78! ,$%'%,(.! '#0-$78! 5-.%'%,(.! 0,-)-27! -:! 20E
/%(V,-22+)%,('%-)8! %):-$2('%-)8! '0,#)-.-D7W! %):-$2('%-)!&-,%0'7!&'+/%0&8! ;"?&!()/!&-,%0'7<!=0! %&!(+E
'#-$! -:!2()7! (,(/02%,!5+>.%,('%-)&8! %),.+/%)D! '#0!>--X&! Y;)'0$)0'! ()/! 3-,%0'7G! 3-,%(.! ?#0-$7! %)! '#0!
;):-$2('%-)! BD0Z! C[0Q! \-$XG! @-+'.0/D0! MNNUF! ()/! Y*-+)/('%-)&! -:! "$%'%,(.! 10/%(! ()/! ;):-$2('%-)!
3'+/%0&Z!C[0Q!\-$XG!@-+'.0/D0!MNJJF<!?-D0'#0$!Q%'#!]00&!^-0$&2(8!B)/0$&!B.>$0,#'&.+)/!()/!1($%&-.!
3()/-6(.! #0! 0/%'0/! '#0! ,-..0,'0/! 6-.+20! Y;)'0$)0'! ()/! 3+$60%..(),0<! ?#0! "#(..0)D0&! -:!_0>! M<N! ()/!
3-,%(.!10/%(Z!C[0Q!\-$XG!@-+'.0/D0!MNJJF<!=0!%&!,-E-$/%)('-$!-:!'#0!$0&0($,#!5$-`0,'!Y3-,%(.![0'Q-$XE
%)D!3%'0&!%)!'#0!3+$60%..(),0!3-,%0'7Z!CMNJNEMNJaF8!Q#%,#!%&!:+)/0/!>7!'#0!B+&'$%()!3,%0),0!*+)/!*_*<!
!



The Internet & Surveillance – Research Paper Series: 2011 1 

1. Introduction 

• =-Q!O$%6(,7!I()%&#0&!b).%)0Y!C[0Q!\-$X!?%20&W!1($,#!JP8!MNJNF!
• Y"$%'%,&!3(7!A--D.0!;)6(/0&!O$%6(,7!Q%'#![0Q!30$6%,0Y!C[0Q!\-$X!?%20&W!*0>$+($7!

JM8!MNJNF!
• YO$%6(,7![-!c-)D0$!B!3-,%(.![-$28!3(7&!*(,0>--X!*-+)/0$Y!C?#0!A+($/%()W!H()+($7!

JJ8!MNJNF!
• YA--D.0d&!e$%,!3,#2%/'G!O$%6(,7!%&!O($(2-+)'Y!C?#0!A+($/%()W!1($,#!JK8!MNJNF!
• YA--D.0!3'$00'!I%0QG!O-.%'%,%()&!;)&%&'!-)!O$%6(,7Z!C3f//0+'&,#0!g0%'+)DW!B+D+&'!JM8!

MNJNF<!
!
?#0&0!0h(25.0!)0Q&5(50$!,.%55%)D&!&#-Q!'#('!5$%6(,7!%&!(!2+,#!'(.X0/E(>-+'!%&&+0!

%)!'#0!,-)'025-$($7!%):-$2('%-)!&-,%0'7<!?#0!5$->.02!-:!/%&,+&&%-)&!(>-+'!5$%6(,7!%)!
'#0!20/%(!()/!'#0!5+>.%,!%&!:$0i+0)'.7!'#('!(!,.0($!+)/0$&'()/%)D!-:!5$%6(,7!%&!2%&&E
%)D<! O$%6(,7! '0)/&! '-! >0! ,-),0%60/! (&! (! +)%60$&(.! ()/! (.Q(7&! 5-&%'%60! 6(.+0<! ?#0!
/-Q)&%/0&!-:!5$%6(,7!'0)/!'-!>0!)0D.0,'0/<!?#0!'(&X!-:!'#%&!5(50$!%&!'-!&#-Q!&-20!.%2E
%'&!-:!'#0!5$%6(,7!,-),05'!>7!D%6%)D!(!,$%'%,(.!5-.%'%,(.!0,-)-27!()(.7&%&!-:!'#%&!)-'%-)<!
3+,#!()!(55$-(,#!%&!0&50,%(..7!%)'0$0&'0/!%)!+),-60$%)D!'#0!$-.0!-:!&+$5.+&!6(.+08!0hE
5.-%'('%-)8!()/!,.(&&!%)!'#0!&'+/%0/!5#0)-20)(!C9+&&0.!MNNU8!TTW![0D$%!JKKJ8!TLF<!

^-+/0Q%`)!/0!^$+%)!CMNJNF!#(&!($D+0/!:-$!'#0!Yc%>0$(.!I(.+0!-:!O$%6(,7Y!C5(50$!'%E
'.0F<!=0!#0./!(D(%)&'!5$%6(,7!&,05'%,&!'#('!5$%6(,7!&#-+./!>0!&00)!(&!()!%25-$'()'!6(.E
+0!Q%'#%)!.%>0$(.!/%&,-+$&0<!?#%&!%&!()!%))0$E.%>0$(.!/0>('08!(&!2-&'!/0>('0&!(>-+'!'#0!
5$%6(,7!,-),05'!($0<!17!($D+20)'! %)! '#%&!5(50$! %&! &-20Q#('!/%::0$0)'8!5$-6-,('%608!
()/!,#(..0)D0&!'#0!5-&%'%-)!-:!/0!^$+%)!()/!-'#0$&<!;!($D+0!'#('!.%>0$(.%&2!(&!&+,#!%&!
5$->.02('%,8!'#('!(!.%>0$(.!5$%6(,7!,-),05'!#(&!(!.0D%'%2%R%)D!()/!%/0-.-D%,(.!:+),'%-)!
%)!,(5%'(.%&28!()/!'#('!(&!()!(.'0$)('%60!(!&-,%(.%&'!5$%6(,7!,-),05'!%&!)00/0/<!9%&,+&E
&%-)&!(>-+'!5$%6(,7!()/!&+$60%..(),0!#(60! '--! .-)D!>00)!/-2%)('0/!>7! .%>0$(.!5-&%E
'%-)&<!;'!%&!'%20!'-!(/6(),0!5$%6(,7!,-),05'&!:$-2!1($h%&'!()/!&-,%(.%&'!5-%)'&!-:!6%0Q<!
90!^$+%)!($D+0&!'#('!Y5$%6(,7!%&!(!.%>0$(.!6(.+08!()/!%'!/-0&!-+'Q0%D#!-'#0$!.%>0$(.!6(.E
+0&! %)! ,0$'(%)!,(&0&Y! C/0!^$+%)!MNJN8!SMNF<! !17!($D+20)'! %)! '#%&!5(50$!Q%..!>0! '#('!
5$%6(,7!(&!(! .%>0$(.!6(.+0!#(&!5$->.02('%,! %25.%,('%-)&8!>+'! '#('! '#%&!/-0&!)-'!20()!
-)0!&#-+./!(>()/-)!'#0!)-'%-)!%)!'-'(.8!>+'!/0:%)0!%'!%)!()!(.'0$)('%60!()/!/%::0$0)'%E
('0/!Q(7!:$-2!(!&-,%(.%&'!()/!1($h%&'!50$&50,'%60<!!

;)!,-)'$(&'!'-!/0!^$+%)8!1($X![0-,.0-+&!CMNNMF!i+0&'%-)&!'#0!.%>0$(.!6(.+0!-:!5$%6(E
,7<!=0!,#($(,'0$%R0&!'#0!$%&0!-:!'#%&!6(.+0!(&!,#($(,'0$%&'%,!-:!'#0!,-)&'%'+'%-)!-:!,(5%E
'(.%&2G!Y?#0!%/0(!'#('!d5$%6(,7d!(&!(!5-.%'%,(.!6%$'+0!,(20!(>-+'!Q%'#!'#0!$%&0!-:!,(5%'(.E
%&28!'#0!,-)&-.%/('%-)!-:!'#0!&'('08!()/!'#0!D$(/+(.!020$D0),0!-:!.%>0$(.!/02-,$(,7Y!
C[0-,.0-+&!MNNM8!UPF<!1-$0!'#()!'#('8!#0!($D+0&!'#('!5$%6(,7!#(&!%/0-.-D%,(.!,#($(,E
'0$! %)! ,(5%'(.%&2G! Y_#0)! %'! ,-20&! '-! ,-25()%0&! X)-Q)! >7! '#0! D-60$)20)'! '-! >0!
>$0(X%)D! '#0! .(Q8! &0,$0,7!2+&'!>0!2(%)'(%)0/W!+)/0$!(! $0D%20!-:!-50)!D-60$)20)'!
,$%20&!,-22%''0/!>7!,(5%'(.! 0()!>0!X05'! &0,$0'<! j<<<k!c%>0$(.%&2l&!/0:0)&0!-:!5$%6(,7!
#%&'-$%,(..7!(,,-25()%0/!%'&!/0:0)&0!-:!,(5%'(.<!j<<<k!?#0!d$%D#'!'-!5$%6(,7d!%)!'#%&!&0)&0!



2 Christian Fuchs 

20$0.7!0-):%$2&!'#0!5$-,0&&0&!-:!%)/%6%/+(.%R('%-)!()/!,-22-/%:%,('%-)!%)!Q#%,#!Q0!
:%)/!-+$&0.60&!()/!Q#%,#!Q0!&#-+./!>0!&'$+DD.%)D!(D(%)&'Y!C[0-,.0-+&!MNNM8!KK8!JNL8!
JNPF<!O$%6(,7!Q-+./!'#0$0:-$0!>0!Y(!,-),05'!'#('!,()!`+&'!(&!0(&%.7!>0!+&0/!>7!,-$5-E
$('0! 5-Q0$! %)! %'&! &'$+DD.0! '-! ,$0('0! (!Q-$./! (:'0$! %'&! -Q)! %2(D0Y! C[0-,.0-+&! MNNM8!
JNPF<!30,$0,7!()/!5$%6(,7!%&!#()/.0/!%)!(!/%::0$0)'%('0/!Q(7!>7!'#0!&'('0!%)!,(5%'(.%&'!
&-,%0'7!&-!'#('!,-25()%0&!()/!,-$5-$('0!,$%20&!($0!:$0i+0)'.7!5$-'0,'0/!:$-2!5+>.%,!
&,$+'%)7!()/!5+>.%,!X)-Q.0/D0<!?#0$0:-$0!'#0!i+0&'%-)!($%&0&!#-Q!(!&-,%(.%&'!5-&%'%-)!
-)!5$%6(,7!0h(,'.7!,()!.--X!.%X0<!;&!5$%6(,7!(!>-+$D0-%&!6(.+0!'#('!%&!/--20/!'-!>0!%/0E
-.-D%,(.!()/!'#('!%&!%),-25('%>.0!Q%'#!&-,%(.%&'!5-.%'%,&m!!

;)!'#0!$0&0($,#!.%'0$('+$08!-)0!:%)/&!2()7!/0:%)%'%-)&!-:!5$%6(,7<!?#%&!2(X0&!%'!(!$(E
'#0$!,-25.0h!,-),05'<!?#0$0!($0!(''025'&!'#('!'$7!'-!>$%)D!&-20!-$/0$!%)'-!'#%&!/%&E
,-+$&0!>7! 0.(>-$('%)D! '75-.-D%0&! '#('! ($0! %)!2-&'! ,(&0&!)-'! '#0-$0'%,(..7! D$-+)/0/<!
?#0$0:-$0!-)0!'(&X!-:!'#%&!5(50$!%&!'-!5$-6%/0!&-20!20'(E'#0-$0'%,(.!$0:.0,'%-)&!(>-+'!
#-Q!(!5$%6(,7! '75-.-D7!,()!>0&'!>0!D$-+)/0/!C&0,'%-)!MF<!"$%'%,(.!5-.%'%,(.!0,-)-27!
+),-60$&!'#0!.%2%'&!()/!5$->.02&!-:!,0$'(%)!,('0D-$%0&<!;'!5-&%'%-)&!5#0)-20)(!%)!'#0!
,-)'0h'&!-:!5-Q0$!()/!,(5%'(.%&2!()/!(&X&!Q#-!>0)0:%'&!()/!Q#-!.--&0&<!A%60)!&+,#!(!
:$(20Q-$X8!%'!%&!'#0$0:-$0!)0,0&&($7!'-!/%&,+&&!'#0!.%2%'&!-:!'#0!5$%6(,7!,-),05'<!?#%&!
%&!%)!'#%&!5(50$!/-)0!>7!:%$&'!025.-7%)D!'#0!1($h%()!)-'%-)!-:!:0'%&#%&2!:-$!,#(..0)DE
%)D!)('+$(.%R('%-)&!-:!5$%6(,7!C&0,'%-)!aF<!?#0!,-),05'!-:!5$%6(,7!:0'%&#%&2!Q%..!>0!%)E
'$-/+,0/!%)!'#%&!,-)'0h'<!?#0)!(!2-$0!&7&'02('%,!,$%'%i+0!-:!'#0!2-/0$)!5$%6(,7!,-)E
,05'!%&!0.(>-$('0/!'#('!%&!D$-+)/0/!%)!'#0!()(.7&0&!-:!]($.!1($h8!=())(#!B$0)/'8!()/!
Hf$D0)!=(>0$2(&!C&0,'%-)!LF<!?#0!,$%'%,(.!5-.%'%,(.!0,-)-27!(55$-(,#!$02%)/&!+&!'#('!
%'!%&!%25-$'()'!)-'!'-!&00!-).7!5-&%'%60!(&50,'&!-:!5$%6(,78!>+'!(.&-!%'&!/-Q)&%/0&<!^+'!
&+,#!()!()(.7&%&!>$%)D&!+5!'#0!i+0&'%-)!%:!-)0!&#-+./!,-),.+/0!'#('!5$%6(,7!%&!(!5+$0.7!
>-+$D0-%&!,-),05'!'#('!&#-+./!>0!(>()/-)0/!-$!%:!%'!%&!5-&&%>.0!'-!0&'(>.%&#!()!(.'0$)(E
'%60! 5$%6(,7! ,-),05'! '#('! (6-%/&! '#0! ,+$$0)'! .%2%'&<! ?#%&! i+0&'%-)! %&! -+'.%)0/! %)! '#0!
,-),.+/%)D!&0,'%-)!-:!'#%&!Q-$X!C&0,'%-)!SF<!

2. The Privacy Concept 
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3. Privacy Fetishism 
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